Was Iblis (Satan) a fallen angel or a jinni? 


The question of whether Satan (/blis) was a disappointed angel or a jinni, is a discussion that has 
lasted for a very long time, I can even say that it was since the era of the Jews and Christians. In 
the Bible, he was considered an angel who disobeyed the commandments of God, so he was 
cursed and called "Satan". We will see what the Bible says about this. We will see also that 


among Christians, there is a disagreement on this. For example, there are Christians who say: 


1. He was an angel by the side of God but as time passed by, he became ungrateful and 
disobedient. So God cursed him and called him Lucifer or Satan or Devil or Demon, 


2. the word Lucifer exists in some Bible translations and in the original Hebrew copy it is 


mentioned, 


You are fallen from the sky, shining star, son 
of the dawn. You are cast down, you conqueror 
of the nations. 
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I swear on this day to be a faithful servant of 
prince Lucifer. 
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Lucifer insisted on starting his little war for the 
throne. 
The antichrist is not the son of Lucifer. 
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3. There are several angels who were disobedient. In fact, the Bible mentions eleven. 


For the Muslim, the angels can’t disobey God as they are perfect creatures and they were created 
from light. 
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They do not disobey God in what He commands them but do what they are commanded (66/6). 
This is contrary to the texts of the Bible. 
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And whatever is on the earth of creatures and the angels and they are not arrogant (16/49). 


According to the contexts of the Bible, before becoming the devil or Satan, some angels were 
submitted but later on they felt pride and were cursed. 


4. There are those who say that Lucifer is a Latin word meaning: /ux = light and fer = to 
bring. 
5. There are those who say that Lucifer is Jesus himself. 


In the Bible, we have the following verses: 
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Isaiah 14: 12-15 
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Luke 10:18 
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Matthew 25: 41 


The name /b/is is mentioned 11 times in the Quran and 44 times (4 times more) in the Bible. The 
word jinn, his feminine and plural, are mentioned 23 times in the Quran while nothing is 
mentioned in the Bible, not even once. 


For Muslims, Satan was not an angel, according to their way of understanding, and I think that 
they definitely misunderstood. They said that he was among the jinns. They said all this in view 
of opposing the Jews and Christians who say that he was an angel and later, he was cursed. 


When we try to investigate the Quran, we see the following: 
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And when we said to the angels, "Prostrate before Adam"; so they prostrated, except for /blis. He 
refused and was arrogant and became of the disbelievers (2/34). 
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Then we said to the angels, "Prostrate to Adam"; so they prostrated, except for /blis. He was not 
of those who prostrated (7///). 
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So the angels prostrated - all of them entirely (15/30). 
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Except /blis, he refused to be with those who prostrated (/5/3/). 
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And when we said to the angles, "Prostrate to Adam," and they prostrated, except for Iblis 
(17/61). 
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And when we said to the angels, "Prostrate to Adam," and they prostrated, except Jblis; he 
refused (20/116). 
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So when I have proportioned him and breathed into him of my soul, then fall down to him in 
prostration (38/72). 
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So the angels prostrated - all of them entirely (38/73). 
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Except /blis; he was arrogant and became among the disbelievers (38/74). 


In all these verses of the Quran, we see that God told the angels to prostrate to Adam. At no time 
did He give orders to the jinns to do so, the jinns, who, according to the Quran, are separate 
creatures and despite being created before Adam. This is why Jews and Christians say that /blis 
was among the angels. 


Were the jinns present at the time God gave orders to the angels to prostrate and /b/is was among 
them? Do you have some proofs denoting that all the jinns were present? 


Let’s see the verse of the Quran: 
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God said it clearly that the angels prostrated themselves all together except /blis... Don’t you see 
that this statement is crystal clear, that /b/is was there with the angels and that he was among 
them? That why he was made an exception? Was /blis alone? Use your grey matter! 


YI in Arabic grammar is a particle of exception (adaat-ul-istithnaa). In a sentence which 
contains an exception, we have: 

1. al mustathnaa min hou (the one who is made an exception), 

2. adaat-ul-istithnaa (particle of exception), 

3. al-mustathnaa (the excepted). 


In the above mentioned verses, malaaaikah is the one who is made exception, illaa is the particle 
of exception and Jb/is is the excepted one. It is clear that Jb/is was among the angels in these 
verses. 


Now, grammarians dodged and wished to prove that /b/is was among the jinns and stated that the 
exception exists in two categories: First, we have al-mustathnaa al-mungati’ (interrupted 
exception and they gave examples of the verses) and secondly, al-mustathnaa al-muttasil that is 
the continuous exception. In al-mustathnaa, the excepted must belong to the same species that 
the one which is made an exception, as the verses of /blis, who, according to them (Muslims) 
belonged to the angels. 


When this verse was revealed, were there grammatical rules as these ones (al-mustathnaa al- 
mungati’ and al-mustathnaa al-muttasil)? Did God say that there were grammatical rules for 
that? Or did His Prophet know about it and he never said anything? When and how were these 
tules written down? Do grammarians explain these rules to make them correspond with the Quran 
or did they explain according to their own desires? 


According to me, this is the foundation of discussion between a Muslim and a Christian. Was 
Satan an angel or a jinni? 


In the Quran, there is only a unique verse that considered Jblis to be among the jinns: 
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And when we said to the angels, "Prostrate to Adam," and they prostrated, except for /blis. He 
was of the jinns (18/50). 


The Quran also evaded: To obliterate this text, that is /b/is was among the angels, this verse was 
revealed. It gives the impression that Satan was a jinni. From this verse, we see that God gave 
orders to the angles to prostrate and He never gave orders to the jinns. But grammarians, as usual, 
evaded. As if they knew better than God and they established rules to correspond with these 
verses. There are many examples that I can give for these grammatical rules that they established 
and they want us to believe that these are the rules! 


In fact, «jinns» is the name that belonged to a group of angels and Jblis was among them. 
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Jinns is simply that which is invisible and remain unseen. Concerning His statement: Except Jblis 


... he was among the angels, as the angles also remained unseen and are not visible (Tafsir at- 
Tabari: vol. 1, page 505). 
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As far as the statement of Abu Malik is concerned, that is /blis represent a descendant and the 


angels also were called jinns for the explanations that I already gave in our books (Tafsir at- 
Tabari: vol. 15, page 539; at-Tamhid fi usul-ul-figh: vol. 2, page 87, hadith 597). 
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I don’t know, may be I will be challenged like /b/is was challenged and he was among the angels 
(Al-mu jam al-awsat: vol. 3, page 89, hadith 2583; Majma’uz-zawaaid: vol. 10, page 387, hadith 
18574; Kanz-ul-ummal: vol. 14, page 655). 
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Muaatil said: He was among the jinns and this was a specie of angels named jinns (Tafsir as- 
Samargandi: vol. 2. page 350; Al-ihkam fi usul-ul-ahkam: vol. 2, page 295). 
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There are those who say that it was /blis as he was among the angels (Al-hidaya fi bulugh an- 
nihaya: vol. 7, page 4747). 


PLS oh gh Ming AS pe OLS LALA old he OY of SEW oye OI Le Gel! Iya ly 


They diverge concerning /b/is: Was he an angel or a jinni? We see two responses to this: One 
response is that he was among the angels and this was the statement of Ibn ‘Abbas, Ibn Juraij, Ibn 
Al-Mussayab — because exception was made among the angels and this proves that he was 
included (Tafsir al-Mawardi: vol. 1, page 102). 
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They diverge concerning /b/is: Was he an angel or not? According to what we cited in sura al- 
Bagqarah, there are those who say that he was among the angels et exception was made of the 
same specie. There are also those who say that he was never among the angels because there is 
al-istithnaa al-mungati’ as we mentioned in sura al-Bagarah (Tafsir al-Baswit: vol. 12, page 
604; Tafsir ar-Raghib: vol. 1, page 150; Zad-ul-masir: vol. 3, page 90) 
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They diverge concerning /b/is. What Ibn ‘Abbas said and the majority of the mufassiroun also 
said, is that he was among the angels (Tafsir as-Sam ‘ani: vol. 1, page 67). 
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Concerning His statement : They said that he was indeed among the angels that God called jinns 
and God have created them from fire (Tafsir as-Sam’ani: vol. 1, page 67). 
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And /blis was among this specie. He had descendants because he was created from the angels 
(Tafsir as-Sam’ani: vol. 1, page 67). 
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What is deemed authentic is that /b/is was among the angels and that is why he was given orders 
to prostrate. If he was not among the angels, God would never have ordered him to prostrate 
(Qawati’-ul-adillah: vol. 1, page 214). 


That is what I meant that God would never have ordered him to prostrate because he was of the 
same specie. 
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Iblis was among the angels and not among the jinns. I am hardly satisfied with this statement (that 
is he was among the jinns) and I have already explained this in my books of usul (Ahkam al- 
Quran par ibn ‘Arabi: vol. 4, page 314). 


It has been reported from Ibn ‘Abbas that he (/blis) was among the angels, then God has 
metamorphosed him and he became the devil (Satan) (Zad-ul-masir: vol. 1, page 54)). 
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Except that there is divergence: Was he among the angels or not? The majority is of the view that 
he was among the angels and that exception called al-muttasil was made. They said that he was a 
gatekeeper and an angel of the first heaven et he was called ‘Azazil. This was a statement made 
by Ibn ‘Abbas (Ahkam al-Quran par Ibn Faras: vol. 1, page 55). 


is 2 9b pape opted jab A ail bf sore ASI ope OS gel SB a3) Y Lys 3 dg ut, 
AS ple Vy aghtd ligtls a LS ag 


Concerning His statement: So they prostrated, except for /blis ..., this is because Jblis was among 
the angels by proof that God never commanded anyone to prostrate before Adam except them 
(the angels). If he was not among them, He would have never commanded him to prostrate and he 
(Iblis) would have never disobeyed by renouncing (the prostration) (Al-mughni par Ibn 
Qudamah: vol. 7, page 269). 
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His statement: Except /blis. Here Iblis is in the accusative by exception (al-mustathnaa al- 
muttasil) as he was among the angels according to the saying of the mass. Among them (the 
mass), there were: Ibn ‘Abbas, Ibn Mas’ud, Ibn Juraij, Ibn al-Musayyab, Qatada and others. This 
was also the choice of Shaikh Abu Al-Hasan. At-Tabari preferred this and it is clear from this 
verse. Ibn ‘Abbas said: His name was ‘Azazil and he was among the honorable angels. He had 
four wings and then he lost hope (Tafsir al-Qurtubi: vol. 1, page 294; Tafsir an-Nasfi: vol. 1, 
page 80; Tafsir ath-Tha’labi: vol. 1, page 216). 
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The verse is clear and denotes that /blis was among the angels because God has made exception 
among them. Al-Hasan said: He would never have been among the angels by creation from fire 


whereas the angels were created from light. Exception was made for the angels because they were 
commanded to prostrate. As for the angels, he was with them (Tafsir al-Khdzin: vol. 2, page 184). 


See how it says that /blis was ordered to prostrate and he was among the jinns. But there is no one 
to prove that God commanded the jinns also to prostrate. Are you willing to prove this? 
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Save Jblis... and he was called ‘Azazil in the Syriac language (from Syria) and the one who 
cultivate land in the Arabic language. When he disobeyed the commands, his name was changed. 
The most authentic saying is that he was among the angels and not among the jinns, as stated by 


God: He was among the jinns (18/50), that is to say he was among the angels who were the 
guardians of Paradise (Fath-ul-rahman: vol. 1, page 84). 
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And His statement: He was among the jinns... that is to say among the angels who were the 
guardians of Paradise. Ibn ‘Atiya said: There is no conflict that /blis was among the angels in the 
light of the exact contents (Fath-ul-rahman: vol. 1, page 185). 


If I have to mention all the citations on /blis, whether he was an angel or a jinni, the document 
would become too long. What is important to note, is that the conflict exists between Muslim 
scholars in the same way as it exists between Jews and Christians. As a summary, I can say that a 
companion like Ibn ‘Abbas (whom you consider as the best commentator of the Quran) has said 
that /blis was among the angels. However the palavers continue between people who do not want 
to understand and do not want to make research works. 


Finally, was /blis a fallen angel or a jinni? 


I, personally, vote for /b/is being an angel, in the same way as Jews and Christians vote. By the 
way, I quoted the sayings of scholars. But you, as Muslim, what do you vote? It is up to you to 
choose between the two! 


